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The Vienna Circle

Titel

Revolutionary spirit. Convinced to have ended
metaphysics for ever.

Isolated in most of German speaking philosophy.
Moritz Schlick was murdered in 1936 by a student
of his.
Verein Ernst Mach founded in 1928 by
Österreichischer Freidenkerbund.
Manifesto ‘The Scientific World Conception: The
Vienna Circle’
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The Vienna Circle

Titel

Journal Annalen der Philosophie taken over and
restarted under the name ‘Erkenntnis’, edited by
Carnap and Reichenbach.

Book series ‘Schriften zur wissenschaftlichen
Weltauffassung’, edited by Schlick and Frank.
Series ‘Einheitswissenschaft’ edited by Neurath.
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The Vienna Circle

23.8.2011: ‘Wissenschaftliche
Weltauffassung’

Moritz Schlick (1882–1936), a phycisist, in 1922
became professor for philosophy in Vienna,
successor of Ludwig Boltzmann and Ernst Mach.

Manifesto of the Ernst-Mach-Verein
The word ‘Scientifico’ is used tactically, referring
only to the natural sciences. ‘Experience’ is used
to refer only to sense experience.
An agenda against metaphysics and (Christian)
theology.
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The Vienna Circle

‘Enlightenment’, ‘antimetaphysische
Tatsachenforschung’. Calling one’s view a ‘fact’
adds nothing to defend it rationally.

For ‘experience’, against ‘speculation’. Rhetorical.
That ignores that many have reported to
experience God and that many things of which
we have experience are evidence for the existence
of God.
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The Vienna Circle

20.9.2011: Organising

Half-term exam: Tuesday, 11 October, 2011
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The Vienna Circle

20.9.2011: The Manifesto of the Vienna
Circle

Part II: Die wissenschaftliche Weltauffassung (La
concepción cientifica del mundo)

What is the task of philosophy, according to the
Manifesto?

Discover which problems are pseudo-problems
and which ones are ‘empirical’, i.e. to be
investigated by the empirical sciences. There are
no genuinly philosophical statements.
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The Vienna Circle

What is the method of philosophy?

‘Logical analysis’
All metaphysical statements are meaningless.
Example: ‘There is no God.’, Realism, Idealism.
Two mistakes of metaphysics: 1. Hypostasierung,
Substanzialisierung;
2. One can acquire knowledge through thinking
alone. All reasoning and inferring is tautological.
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The Vienna Circle

Logical Positivism rejects all synthetic knowledge
a priori. ‘Die wissenschaftliche Weltauffassung
kennt nur Erfahrungssätze über Gegenstände
aller Art und die analytischen Sätze der Logik
und Mathematik.’
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The Vienna Circle

27.9.2011
Reminder: Half-term exam on Tuesday, 11 October,
2011.

Know what ‘analytic’ means.
Know the debate about the possibility of a priori
(intellectual) knowledge.
Candidates for synthetic a priori knowledge: modal
facts, moral facts, perception of God, perception of
minds and mental states, mathematics, logic. The
positivists had to declare these to be meaningless or
analytic.
The phenomenologists (Max Scheler) stressed
against them that there was synthetic modal
knowledge.
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The Vienna Circle

Moritz Schlick: Die Wende der
Philosophie (1931)

‘The Turning Point in Philosophy’

Schlick was a physicist. He was killed by a student
who despaired about his teachings.
We are in a definite turn in philosophy. The fruitless
conflict of systems has come to an end. (5)
The solution comes from logic. Schlick means that it
discovers that logic and modal statements are
analytic and that metaphysical statements are
meaningless.
Logic is purely formal. ‘Logical form’. (6)
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The Vienna Circle

Epistemology is replaced by the investigation of
language. (7)

One states the meaning of a sentence by stating
how it is to be verified.
Verification is always observation, immediate
experience (‘unmittelbares Erlebnis’, 7) ‘There is
no other examination and confirmation of truth
than through observation and through empirical
science.’
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The Vienna Circle

Every science is a system of true experiential
statements. [No room for hypotheses,
confirmation, and the weighing of evidence.
Schlick’s quest for certainty is in the tradition of
Descartes and Kant.]

There are no philosophical truths. There is no
part of reality that is the proper object of
philosophy. The task of philosophy is only to
clarify the meaning of sentences.
It is absurd to try to ‘express the content of pure
qualities (the “essence” of things through
knowledge (“Erkenntnisse”)’. (9) [What can one
mean by knowledge of an ‘essence’?]
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The Vienna Circle

Metaphysics ends not because it is too difficult,
but because it has no task.

Schlick rejects also the attempts (since 1850) to
give metaphysics a ‘inductive Character’ and to
believe that metaphysics ‘consists of sentences of
hypothetical validity’.
Inductive Metaphysics: Gustav Fechner
(1801–1887), Rudolf Herman Lotze (1817–1881),
Eduard von Hartmann (1842-1906).
Schlick: It is a ‘healthy instinct’ ‘that philosophy
has to provide the ultimate fixed point of
knowledge.’ (10)
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The Vienna Circle

The desire for apodictic certainty

First expressed by René Descartes (1596–1650).
This tradition is called ‘modernity’.

Immanuel Kant (1724–1804) promoted it strongly.
Schlick prefers that philosophy has no object than
that it produces claims that are less than
apodictically certain! Why?
Is it really true that metaphysics traditionally
expected or claimed apodictic certainty?
Is there apodictic certainty in the natural
sciences?
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